The Brick: Not Just a Local Haunt at Halloween
By Steven Salatino

We all know the Brick as that big empty house on W. Greenwood Street.  We also know it as the latest Halloween Haunted House…..but what do we really know about the building, what was it, and what “is in” that spooky space?  I found out in the fall of 2006.

“The Brick”, the once beautiful Victorian mansion that sits behind the Steuben Trust Bank at 
5 W Greenwood Street, has a long and interesting history in the Andover community.  Built in 1876 by 
Dr. William W. Crandall, as a private residence, it was later used as a sanitarium by Mrs. H. F. Wilcox in 1896, owned by Mrs. Woodbury.  It was then purchased a few years later by Daniel B. Spaulding 
(Manuf. of A. O. Very’s hand loom on Main St.)  Later, Reverend & Mrs. Eggleston opened and managed “The Allegany Sanitarium, Surgical & Medical” within the building.  Hattie Eggleston was known to have birthed 615 babies with only one loss.  Much later the building was converted and became the 
“Atwood Apartments”, owned by Edward J. Atwood and later owned by Thomas Smith.  As most locals know it has sat empty, dormant….for decades.
The building is now owned but still empty, and for the last few years has been the latest home for the now famous, “Andover Haunted House”, which is held every October and packs people in from miles around for a chance to be scared by the creations of the “Andover 4th of July Committee”.  But there is a twist – The Brick brings its own flavor to the event because it has been reported for years to be haunted.  Not surprising with the history of the building.  

I decided to check out the Haunted House tour, not only to support the 4th of July festivities but to see for myself if I “sensed” anything in the home.  I am what is known as a sensitive and have the ability to sense presences, and have done many investigations, radio interviews, gallery readings, etc.  As you can imagine I was eager to see what I could see.  The volunteers in the Haunted House knew of my arrival and they were fantastic!  Friendly and helpful - they swept me up and took me through the house and told me the experiences they have had just in the short time they were in the building.  A few noteworthy happenings included a floating hat, seeing a man’s face in one of the 3rd floor rooms, child’s fingerprints on a sound CD, and some unexplained technical issues (including the playing of the aforementioned CD), which is common place in hauntings.  My impressions that evening were heavy and significant: I had to investigate the Brick.
After that, I contacted the owner and asked if I could put a team together to investigate the magnificent building. The owner graciously agreed and offered up free rein of the property.  I headed up an investigation of the old “Allegany Sanitarium” along with a team of paranormal investigators.  Six of us alone in the 6000 square foot building!  And the night was not without incident.

Even before arriving in Andover, and more specifically at the Brick, the other sensitive in the group visualized the building in its earliest years, when the property was surrounded by an ornate iron fence.  This individual had never seen the property or any historic pictures of it.  During the course of the evening we sensed, and saw, a spirit of a man on the 3rd floor, sensed the presence of a female entity, loosely fitting the description of Hattie herself on the 2nd floor, the spirit of a little girl, very “tomboy” in dress, strange knockings in the walls in response to our questions, audio recordings of voices as well as a dog or wolf howling (not heard by the naked ear) doors slamming shut on the 1st floor while all investigators were on the 2nd floor, and being unable to get out the front door when trying to exit.  We also have photos with strange anomalies (for example, a white translucent arm coming up from the floor in the attic, as if through the 3rd floor ceiling) and found the space rich with activity.  One other point worth mentioning:  None of the investigators wanted to be left alone in any place in the building.  This is unusual considering the number of investigations we have all been on.  Not much throws paranormal investigators, and to be “uncomfortable” alone in a space is significant.  However, even though this feeling was with us the entire investigation, everyone was drawn to the house, wanted to see it brought back to its former glory, leaving with a feeling of connection to the old place.
The investigation was so successful that another investigation was scheduled prior to the 2008 Halloween “Haunted House” exhibit.  New and old investigators were brought in, with the use of different technologies than the first investigation.  And to make matters more interesting, we stayed the night!  We were surely the first people in decades to spend the night in the imposing house.  Three members of the investigative team spent the night on the 3rd floor, the area noted for the most activity, and the remaining four members spent the night just below us on the 2nd floor.  We video taped the spaces all night long, and although we didn’t capture any hard evidence on video, photograph or audio, we still picked up sensations in the house.  There isn’t a doubt in our mind that something lurks within the walls of “The Brick”.
I hope to return someday to do another investigation.  The house continues to call me back to this day.
So the next time you drive by the Brick you may get the sense you are being watched, or become quite curious as to what’s really going on in that “empty” building.

